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Essential to improving the equity and 
e�  ciency of the French school system, priority 
education, as it has been implemented so far, 
has not achieved its objectives. The resources 
devoted to it should be more oriented towards 
the fi rst years of primary education and more 
targeted towards priority education areas.
Priority Education, October 2018

The highly incentive nature of the tax 
system created in 2003 to support corporate 
philanthropy and the sharp increase in 
the number of companies using it have 
contributed to a tenfold increase in the 
amount of the corresponding tax expenditure. 
This expenditure, which is poorly evaluated, is 
heavily concentrated on very large companies.
Public support for corporate philanthropy,
November 2018

While the privatisation process of Toulouse 
airport has revealed serious weaknesses and 
remains incomplete, it has been improved 
for Lyon and Nice. In general, the transfer 
proceedings do not take su�  cient account 
of the industrial, environmental and social 
dimension of the projects.
The privatisation process of Toulouse, Lyon and Nice 
airports, November 2018

While society is confronted with the increasing 
complexity of social, economic, budgetary, 

fi nancial and fi scal issues, as well as the 
increasing spread of fake news, the Court 

seeks, through independent, accessible, 
substantiated and adversarial analyses, to 

objectify the terms of public debate on a wide 
range of issues.

The Annual Public Report, February 2019

If the forecast for 2019 is achievable, the 2020-
2022 trajectory – which does not take into 

account the measures announced at the end of 
April following the "Great National Debate" – is 

a� ected by many weaknesses.
It is not in line with that of our neighbours 

and is not consistent with the public fi nance 
programming law of January 2018.
The state of and outlook for public fi nances,

June 2019

As the improvement observed in 2017 is 
entirely cyclical, the return to a balanced 

social security system planned for 2019 must 
be strengthened by structural reforms, in 

particular on health insurance expenditures.
Social security,

September 2018



759
people

including 3/4 assigned to auditing and audit 
support and 1/4 to financial courts support

87
million euros

budgeted (excluding pensions)
i.e. €1.29 per capita per year

16
months

average duration of an audit (investigation, fair 
hearing and subsequent course of action)

5
international  
organisations

audited by the Cour des comptes

37,929
quotations

of the Cour des comptes  
and its publications in written, audiovisual  

and online media

665,011
unique visits

to the Cour des comptes’ website

365
definitive works

in the form of public reports, letters, and 
observations to the government

12
investigations

conducted at the request of Parliament

73%
full or partial 

implementation
of 1,571 recommendations made during 

the last three years

1,058
billion euros

of public expenditures that may be audited  
by the Cour des comptes

4
missions

rule, audit, certify, assess

86
prosecution cases
calling on the Cour des comptes 

to rule at first instance

36
million euros
in debets, in other words 

damage recognised by the Cour des comptes

110
cases forwarded

to the Budgetary and Financial Discipline Court 
or the judicial authorities 

or authorities with power to impose sanctions


